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Hope Presbyterian School 
By-Laws 

[Amended May 2018] 

 

[Note: Hope Presbyterian School was originally established as a Ministry of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, Bradenton, Florida in 1995. In May 2010 Hope Presbyterian School was made a Ministry 
of Cornerstone Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Inc. effective January 1, 2011. Effective July 1st 
of 2018, Hope Presbyterian was made a ministry of Auburn Road Presbyterian Church in Venice, 
FL.] 

 

Article I 
Name 

 
The name of this ministry shall be Hope Presbyterian School. 

 

Article II 
Statement of Purpose 

 
Recognizing that children belong to God and are entrusted by Him to their parents in 

order that they may bring up their children in the instruction and admonition of the Lord, and 
 

Recognizing that since God is sovereign over all areas of life, including all academic and 
vocational disciplines, He should be acknowledged and given glory as is worthy of His rightful 
place as sovereign Lord in all areas of school instruction, and 

 

Recognizing that Auburn Road Presbyterian Church is responsible before God to see to 
the discipling of her members and those others whom God may sovereignly bring into her care, 

 
Auburn Road Presbyterian Church therefore assumes oversight OF Hope Presbyterian 

School for the purpose of fulfilling, as God enables, the following specific purposes: 
 

1. To assist parents who are members of Auburn Road Presbyterian Church in the 
discipling of their children through the oversight of a private Christian school providing 
structure, support, and encouragement for parents who choose to educate their children 
at home, pursuant to their God-given responsibilities. 

 

2. To assist parents who are members of Auburn Road Presbyterian Church in the 
discipling of their children through the oversight of a Christian day school providing 
structure, support, and encouragement for parents who choose to delegate certain 
particulars of their task of educating their children to godly tutors pursuant to their God-
given responsibilities. 

 
3. To establish and maintain standards by which parents who are members of Auburn Road 

Presbyterian Church may assess the spiritual and academic progress of their children 
and by which they will be encouraged to strive for the highest excellence in their 
educational endeavors, within a framework of accountability which assures compliance 
with the lawfully imposed requirements of outside authorities. 

 
4. To provide the same services as described in items 1 through 3 above for those parents 

who are not members of Auburn Road Presbyterian Church but who meet certain 
provisions established for them by the school board (see Article IV).  
 

5. To provide “part-time” or “dual-enrollment” status for approved students interested in 
specific courses offered. (Separate application and Moral Agreement paperwork must be 
completed and on file.)  
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Article III 
Philosophy of Education 

 
Hope Presbyterian School, a ministry of Auburn Road Presbyterian Church, is 

established to aid, encourage, and serve parents in the education and discipleship of their 
children. Being under the authority of the Session of Auburn Road Presbyterian Church, the 
school upholds, defends, and propagates without apology the standards of the Reformed Faith 
expressed in the Westminster Confession of Faith and Catechisms. 

 

World and Life View 

 
We believe that life is foreordained by God and understood in terms of the Word of God 

and that the express purpose of God in history is the glorification of His name through the 
extension and development of His kingdom. All areas of life are governed by God and His Word, 
our final rule of faith and practice. 

The family, the Church, and the State are aspects of the Kingdom of God with designated 
responsibilities. To the family is given dominion over the earth, the power of procreation, and the 
responsibility of perpetuating a godly lineage. To the Church, the pillar and ground of the truth, is 
given the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, the responsibility of spreading the gospel, educating 
families and nations of the world in the Word of God, and dispensing the sacraments to faithful 
believers. To the State is given the power of the sword, to maintain justice and tranquility, and to 
enforce the moral precepts of the Word of God. 

These three institutions are blessed and cursed in terms of their acceptance or rejection 
of the Gospel; thus, history moves ultimately in terms of the religious faith of a society, and the 
Christian faith in particular. 

 

Word of God 

 
We believe that the Bible, comprised of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is 

the Word of God and is therefore true and without error in all it affirms and is the final authority for 
faith and practice. The Scriptures, being self-validating, set forth the truth about God, man, and 
the entire created order. They declare with finality the Law of God, the moral absolutes by which 
men are to live and be judged. 

The Word of God properly directs us in our relationship to God, how we may glorify and 
enjoy Him. It rightly governs our relationships to other men, how we may discharge our duties to 
our neighbors. It defines mankind’s relationship to the rest of creation, how he is to rule, develop 
and restore God’s order. 

Christian education proceeds from the Word of God, which provides the only framework 
within which man can properly evaluate his world. The Bible as the source of truth is taken as the 
core of the Christian curriculum. Because truth demands a unified field of knowledge, all pursuits 
in the various academic disciplines are evaluated in the light of the Scriptures. All truth is God’s 
truth, and there are no neutral facts in His universe. The quest for knowledge by the Christian 
student is ultimately a religious task, and when the Scriptures are so integrated true education is 
possible. 

 

God 

 
We believe that God is an infinite Spirit and that He is one God in three persons. He is 

not bound by His creation and yet is not distant from it. He actively sustains it and has sovereignly 
ordained whatsoever comes to pass. 

Christian education acknowledges God to be the author of all truth, and that such truth is 
absolute, unchanging, and accessible, though inexhaustible, to redeem man. All study will 
ultimately find its fulfillment in a revelation of God’s activity upon His creation. 
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Jesus Christ 

 
We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, 

fully God and fully man, equal in power and glory with God the Father, who became incarnate to 
be the redeemer of God’s elect. Through faith in Him and through this faith alone men are 
justified before God. He alone mediates between God and man, and by Him man is able to know 
God, to glorify Him, and to enjoy Him forever. 

As a prophet, He reveals the Word of God to men; as Priest He redeems His elect; and 
as King He rules over all creation, restraining and conquering all His enemies and the enemies of 
His people. 

Christian education therefore acknowledges the redeeming purposes of God through 
Christ in history and sees all of life as being subject to His rule and dominion. 

 

Holy Spirit 
 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, and proceeds in His work 
from the Father and the Son. His primary tasks are to testify of Christ, to seal and witness 
salvation in the hearts of the elect, to teach them in the truth while working obedience in the life, 
to assist and comfort them in the distresses of this world, and to convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment. 

Because He is the guide to truth, in the immediate absence of Christ, His work is 
indispensable to Christian education. We begin with a firm reliance on His power of providential 
control of world events and personal circumstances, and His involvement in every activity of life, 
which He works together for our good. 

Because of His omnipresence and active involvement in the life of believers, even the 
most menial of experiences become educational. Thus, experience when evaluated in terms of 
the Word of God develops wisdom in the life. 

Further, the Holy Spirit is that person of the Godhead who illuminates the mind with the 
word and truth of God. Without the influence of the Holy Spirit no man can confess and 
experientially know the most basic truth of all, that Jesus is Lord. The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge, and it is the Holy Spirit which brings this conviction to the heart of the 
student. Christian education relies firmly on the leadership of the Spirit and His operation in the 
mind and heart of the student. 

 

Man 

 
We believe that man was made in the image of God in knowledge, righteousness and 

holiness with dominion over the creatures. In this exalted position he rules the world as vice 
regent under God. All mankind, however, sinned in Adam and thus are subject to the wrath and 
curse of God and, ultimately, eternal damnation in the lake of fire. 

Men are in rebellion against God. Unredeemed men deny, if not His very existence, His 
authority and claim over them and the rest of creation. Rather than rule under God, men instead 
desire to rule as god. Education is never neutral with reference to God. Education apart from God 
isolates man as god and promotes the glory of man and the establishment of his kingdom to the 
exclusion of God. Further, sin has distorted man’s very perception of creation. 

Man is dead in sin and stands in need of regeneration, the impartation of life by a 
sovereign and gracious act of God, and the forgiveness of sins. He must then be educated in the 
Word of God because men do not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God. Christian education does not simply teach the student how to make a living but 
teaches him how to live. 

Because of the reality of sin, children will resist discipline and instruction and must be 
trained in the graces of submission and self-control. Christian education realizes this, and seeks 
to both motivate and discipline children that they may, with the help of the Holy Spirit, mature to 
reflect the glory of God. 
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Education 

 
Christian education, in a broad sense, is the discipling of children by their parents or 

those to whom the parents delegate this responsibility. It includes the training of children in the 
basic values, goals, and standards of society. Because of the sovereignty of God over all of life, 
for the Christian this task becomes the discipling of covenant children in knowledge and Biblical 
values productive of a Christian culture. Children of the covenant are a primary vehicle for the 
growth and penetration of the Kingdom of God and education is a task by which they are 
prepared for such a calling. 

The task of Christian education demands that the student be challenged himself to 
acknowledge the Lordship of Christ over his own life by submission through faith and repentance 
to the Lord of the Covenant into which he has been born. Instruction is concerned with the 
conformity of the student to the image of Christ and with his growth in grace. In this we presume 
the gracious work of the Holy Spirit to be operative until which time the child forcefully and 
knowledgeably rejects the covenant, after which time, nevertheless, as a child of the covenant he 
is still deserving of the discipline and instruction of home and church. 

Because Christian discipleship includes living responsibly in the world God has created 
and participating actively in the mandate of dominion given by God, the work of Christian 
education aims at preparing a generation to understand the world, to comprehend its systems 
and philosophies, and to seek to implement Christ’s lordship over all of life in whatever it may be 
to which a person is called. 

 

Responsibility 
 

We believe that children, being an heritage of the Lord, are given to believers and held as 
a sacred trust. The Scriptures clearly teach that parents are directly responsible for the education 
of their children and have specific concerns for that of their grandchildren. The covenant 
community at large shares that responsibility, though in a secondary role. The ministry of 
teaching by those outside the home, while a Scriptural and valid calling, can never assume the 
parental responsibility for education. Some parents may, at their own discretion, delegate certain 
particulars of the task of education to others. All parents must recognize that they, and not those 
to whom certain tasks have been delegated, are responsible and are accountable to God for the 
results of such choices. 

The law of God is to hold highest consideration in the life of the family, regulating and 
influencing its every activity. It is to be consciously related to life in the most mundane of 
activities, such as sitting down, walking in the way, and rising up. Thus, children are confronted 
with a comprehensive worldview from their earliest years. 

We believe that it is the father’s responsibility in particular to bring his children to maturity 
by disciplining and instructing them in the Lord. Wives, deriving authority and responsibility from 
their husbands, must participate fully in this task. 

The family is further strengthened and supported by the extended family of the covenant 
community, the church. It is incumbent upon the members of Christ’s church to be jealous for the 
children of the church, to set before them a godly example in demonstrating Christian graces, to 
pray for them and their parents, and to assist and encourage them by any and all means 
available. 
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Article IV 
Government 

 

Section 1: School Board 

 
Hope Presbyterian School shall be immediately governed by a board, called the 

School Board, which shall be appointed by the Session of Auburn Road Presbyterian 
Church. The Session, however, shall retain original jurisdiction. The school board shall 
consist of at least three members including the chairman, and not more than seven. At 
least one board member shall be an Elder or a Deacon of Auburn Road Presbyterian 
Church. Each board member including the chairman shall possess one vote, and all 
issues shall be decided by a majority vote. Board members shall be members of Auburn 
Road Presbyterian Church for no less than one year, and may or may not be parents of 
children enrolled in the school. They shall subscribe without reservation to the doctrinal 
standards of Auburn Road Presbyterian Church, and to the Philosophy of Education of 
Hope Presbyterian School. Board members of Hope Presbyterian School, who were 
board members on June 30

th
, 2018, and were members of Cornerstone Presbyterian 

Church, may continue to serve at the discretion of the Session of Auburn Road 
Presbyterian Church only until such time as the Session of Auburn Road Presbyterian 
Church chooses to replace them. 

 

Section 2: Appointment of School Board 
 

a) School board members shall serve staggered terms of two years, and may succeed 
themselves. The Session shall interview candidates to determine their understanding 
of and subscription to the doctrinal standard of Auburn Road Presbyterian Church 
and to the Philosophy of Education of Hope Presbyterian School. School board 
members shall be appointed in April of each year and shall officially take office in 
June. 

 
b) A board member may resign by signifying his intent in writing to the Session. 

Reception of such a letter by the Session shall terminate his tenure. 
 

c) If the Session deems it necessary, it may remove any member of the school board. 
 
d) Vacancies may be filled as necessary by Session appointment. 

 

Section 3: Duties of the School Board 

 
a) It shall be the responsibility of the school board to govern the affairs of the school; to 

create and implement its policies and standards (academic, etc.); to set tuition and 
activity fees; to maintain accurate records, to provide a forum of support for parents; 
to create necessary mechanisms for the enforcement of policies and standards; and 
to assemble such personnel as necessary to accomplish its mission (e.g., 
administrator, principal, faculty); together with appropriate contracts and job 
descriptions for such personnel. 

 
b) The board shall have the power to create and appoint committees necessary to the 

discharge of its duties. 
 

c) The school board shall prepare a budget annually for approval by the Session, which 
shall be delivered to the Clerk of Session no later than July 1

st
 of each year. Other 

matters of fiscal compliance shall be regulated by Article V. 
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Section 4: Officers of the School Board 

 
a) The board shall elect its own chairman at the first stated meeting of its administration. 

The chairman shall moderate all meetings of the board in an orderly fashion 
according to Robert’s Rules of Order, unless superseded by the by-laws of Auburn 
Road Presbyterian Church. He shall be responsible to deliver an annual report to the 
Session of the church as soon as is reasonably possible at the end of each school 
year. 

 

b) The board shall elect a secretary who shall keep accurate minutes of all board 
meetings and safeguard them in a book provided for that purpose. Minutes shall be 
made available to all board members at each successive meeting of the board, and 
to the Session, in a timely manner. Approved minutes shall be signed by the 
chairman, the secretary shall have the authority to appoint a moderator or to serve in 
that capacity. 

 
c) The board secretary shall keep accurate records of all fiscal transactions and report 

on them on a regular basis to the church bookkeeper. If necessary, the board may 
elect a treasurer to work closely with the church bookkeeper for the purpose of 
bookkeeping, and in any case shall follow generally accepted accounting principles in 
fiscal matters. 

 

Section 5: Meetings of the School Board 
 

a) Regular meetings shall be held at the discretion of the board. 
 

b) Any two members of the board may call a special meeting, but such a meeting must 
be with one week’s notice unless approval to meet upon shorter notice is gained from 
all board members. A telephone call or e-mail to board members shall serve as 
notice. 

 
c) Emergency meetings of the board may be called by any officer of the board. An 

emergency meeting may be called in extreme circumstances and does not require 
one week’s notice, but good faith efforts shall be made to contact all members. 

 

d) A quorum at any meeting shall be 60% of the members of the board. 
 

Article V 
Fiscal Responsibility 

 
Section 1: Fiscal Year 

 

The fiscal year of the school shall match that of Auburn Road Presbyterian 
Church. 

 

Section 2: Budget and Management 

 
The school board shall be solely responsible for determining fiscal needs. The 

board shall judiciously manage its own budget. The board shall maintain an inventory of 
all hard assets assigned to the school. The school board will work under the guidance 
and authority of the deaconate in matters of physical property and under the authority of 
the Session in matters of stewardship of funds. 
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Article VI 
Amendments 

 
These by-laws may be amended only by the Session of Auburn Road Presbyterian Church, at its 
own initiative, or upon petition by the school board. Such a petition should be in writing, delivered 
to the Clerk of Session, and include the following: 1) the article number and subsection with 
current reading; 2) the proposed change; and 3) the purpose for the change, if not immediately 
obvious. 


